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Reducing the Cost of Seal Sale 


Charles M. Schwab tells a story 
on hiraself that points a lesson to 
tuberculosis secretaries. It seems that 
a farmer neighbor wished to sell him 
a cow. 

“T’ve got a cow I want to sell 
you, Charlie,” the neighbor said. 

“Yes, would she fit into my Guern- 
sey herd?” 

“No, 1 dunno as she would.” 

“Has she got anything to recom- 
mend her?” 

“Wal, I dunno as she has.” 

“Does she give lots of milk?” 

“No, I can’t say as she gives lots 
of milk, but Charlie, I can tell you 
this, she’s a kind, gentle, good-disposi- 
tioned old cow and if she’s got any 
milk, she’ll give it to you.” 

We all know that in this year 1932 
we are dealing with a public that is 
receptive to our appeal. They showed 
us that in 1930 and 1931 when 
despite the prevailing unemployment, 
Seal Sale fared better than any other 
fund raising campaign. As was so 
aptly said at Colorado Springs, “The 
Seal Sale is the most nearly depres- 
sion-proof method of raising money.” 

Obviously the reason is that we 
ask gifts in comparatively small units, 
$2.00 in the majority of cases, plus 
the fact that the public looks upon 
Christmas Seals as something akin to 
merchandise. It is well for us that 
the public does place a real value on 
seals, else the custom of returning 
those not purchased would be dis- 
carded and our mail sale recording 
methods would suffer accordingly. 

Our public has a good disposition 
toward us, built up on more than 
25 years of work that has been 
productive in bringing about a 
decrease of 66% in the death rate 
from tuberculosis. If the public has 
any money in December we may count 


on a response that will compare 
favorably with other years. 

The mail sale methods used in 
successful Seal Sales for many years 
are not designed to reach all the 
population but rather to reach the 
cream of it, the most responsive 
section. It is a good thing occasionally 
to visualize this list of prospects and 
reduce it to actual figures. The total 
population of the United States is 
approximately 125,000,000. Obviously 
not all of them are Seal Sale pro- 
spects. So we select from this group 
first the total number of families, 
numbering about 30,000,000. Army 
statistics indicate that the number of 
families in which the heads of families 
are above 16 years in intelligence is 
between 11,000,000 and 12,000,000. 
Bearing in mind that the mail sale 
appeal is a written one, directed both 
to the intelligence and the emotions 
of the prospect, this would seem to 
be a fair figure for us to consider 
as representing those mentally equip- 
ped to be responsive to a letter. That 
figure corresponds to the figure we 
have used for mail sale prospects made 
up from recognized sources of good 
names, approximately 10 per cent. 
In some communities, however, the 
mail sale and direct appeal list may 
run larger, especially where the aver- 
age wealth and intelligence are higher 
than the above figures. 

Statistics are sometimes useful also 
in determining methods that should 
be used to secure results comparable 
to other localities. Last year the 
Seal Sale returns, measured in num- 
ber of contributors for all of the 65 
tuberculosis associations in New York 
State, equaled those of 1930, although 
the total sale fell off slightly. It is 
significant too that one New Jersey 
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MAt1oo Now Available 


For the specific purpose of securing 
statistical data on its use, the National 
Tuberculosis Association has been 
privileged to make available to state 
and affliated tuberculosis associations 
supplies of the new human tubercle 
bacillus protein MA100. This sub- 
stance, which for all practical pur- 
poses may be looked upon as a 
tuberculin, is for use in testing groups 
of children and adults to ascertain 
the presence of absence of tuberculosis 
infection. 

MA100 is one of the thirteen major 
end-products obtained from the chem- 
ical analysis of the tubercle bacillus 
being carried on under the direction 
of the Medical Research Committee 
of the National Tuberculosis Asso- 
ciation. It was first isolated by 
Dr. Florence Seibert in 1928. The 
substance is a protein produced by 
growing human tubercle bacilli on 
Long’s synthetic medium. This 
medium is protein-free and of fixed 
standard composition, so that it is 
always the same, conditions which 
cannot be met in other media on 
which tubercle bacilli have been 
grown since the days of Koch. In- 
asmuch as the medium is protein-free, 
all of the proteins found in the 
medium after the growth of tubercle 
bacilli on it must have been produced 
by the metabolic action of these bacilli. 
By precipitating the bacilli from the 
medium at an always fixed point, it 
is apparent that the protein thus 
produced is always the same, and of 
known standard quality. This pre- 
cipitated protein has been designated 
as MA100. It is significant to note 
that in the researches of the Com- 
mittee the same kind of substance has 
been found in each type of bacillus, 
human, bovine, avian, and timothy- 


s. 
(Continued on page 38) 
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International Party 


When the S. S. Westernland sailed 
from New York on August 26, 
twenty-three delegates to the eighth 
conference of the International Union 
Against Tuberculosis at The Hague, 
with their tamilies were aboard, mak- 
ing, with an additional thirty-three 
delegates who had already sailed, the 
total of the American delegation to 
the meeting fifty-seven. Nine states 
and the District of Columbia are 
represented. Dr. John H. Peck of 
Des Moines, Iowa, President of the 
Association, heads the delegation. 


Those who are in attendance from 
other states are: 


Connecticut, Julia L. Cummings, Hart- 
ford; Dr. Stephen J. Maher, Hartford; 
Dr. and Mrs. J. K. Deegan, West Haven. 
Illinois; Dr. Frederick Tice, Chicago; 
Dr. Allan J. Hruby, Chicago; Marie 
Lurie, Chicago; Dr. Robert G. Bloch, 
Chicago; Dr. D. O. N. Lindberg, Deca- 
tur. Indiana, Chloe M. Jackson, Muncie. 
Massachusetts, Dr. and Mrs. Calvin G. 
Page, Boston; Dr. Paul Dufault, Rut- 
land; Dr. H. G. MacKerrow, Worcester. 
New Hampshire, Dr. Robert B. Kerr, 
Manchester. New Jersey, Dr. B. S. Pollak, 
Jersey City; Dr. and Mrs. Joseph R. 
Morrow and son, Ridgewood; Ethel A. 
Grosscup, Montclair; Dr. and Mrs. Elliott 
I. Dorn, Newark. New York, Dr. S. 
Adolphus Knopf and son and daughter, 
New York; John A. Kingsbury, New 
York; Dr. and Mrs. H. E. Kleinschmidt 
and sons, Manhasset; Dr. Konrad E. 
Birkhaug, Rochester; Franklin O. Can- 
field, New York; Dr. Marion Franklin 
Loew, New York; Dr. and Mrs. H. A. 
Pattison and daughter, Livingston; Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur J. Strawson, Yonkers; 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Schaeffer, Jr., New 
York; Dr. Gladys M. Muller, Brooklyn; 
Virginia Tanner, Brooklyn; Dr. and Mrs. 
Max Shevell, Otisville. Ohio, Dr. Vera 
Norton, Cincinnati; Mrs. A. B. Sharpe 
and son and daughter, Steubenville. 
District of Columbia, Dr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Charles White and daughter. 


Special Review Number 
The November number of the 


American Review of Tuberculosis will 
be a special one including under one 
cover a group of thirteen papers deal- 
ing with certain population groups such 
as the Negroes, Indians, university 
students, school children and others. 

In order to advertise the Review 
and to give this number the widest 
possible distribution, copies are being 
offered for 50c each, provided orders 
are placed with the National Tuber- 
culosis Association not later than 
October 10. All orders received after 
that date will be charged at the reg- 
ular price of $1. per copy. 

The following is a list of authors 
and titles that will appear in this 
number: 

PinNER, Max, and Kasper, JosePH A.: 
Pathological Peculiarities of Tuber- 
culosis in the American Negro. 

Ricnarps, W. G.: Tuberculosis among 
the Indians in Montana. 

Burns, Hersert A.: Tuberculosis in the 
Indian. 

Warner, H. J.: The Incidence of Tu- 
berculous Infection among School- 
Children on Five Montana Indian 
Reservations. 

Rusin, Ext H.: Pulmonary Tuberculosis 
in the Aged. 

Myers, J. A., and WuLrr, MARJorIE: 
Eleven Years’ Observations on Tu- 
berculosis in University Students. 

Soprr, WILLARD B., and WI son, JULIUS 
L.: The Detection of Pulmonary Tu- 
berculosis in 3,000 Students Entering 
Yale University. 

LeGceTT, ELIZABETH, and Myers, J. A.: 
The Incidence of Tuberculous Infec- 
tion among the High-School Students 
of Morrison County, Minnesota. 

Karan, A. A.: Adult-Type Tuberculosis 
in Children. 

Wess, C. H.: Skin Reactions and Tu- 
berculous Disease in Children. 

Stewart, C. A.: The Prognosis and 
Treatment of Resolving Parenchymal 
Tuberculosis of First Infection in 
Infants and Children. 

Dickey, Lioyp B.: Erythema Nodosum 
and Tuberculosis in Children. 

Hype, CLARENCE L.: Tuberculosis of the 
Bones and Joints in Children. 


Available 
(Continued from page 37) 
The development of MA100 from 
a laboratory product as isolated by 
Dr. Seibert to a commercial product 
is due largely to the cooperation with 
the Medical Research Committee of 
the Sharp and Dohme Laboratories. 
MAI100 is now obtainable through 
the usual channels by any physician 
or sanatorium. 


The sale of MA100 by the 
National Tuberculosis Association is 
restricted to state and affiliated tuber- 
culosis associations and for their use 
only in group testing of children and 
adults. It is sold in this way only 
in 5cc vials, sufficient for 100 doses 
each (Price $2.00). With each vial 
is furnished a printed circular of 
directions. The associations buying 
MAI00 in this way must agree to 
furnish to the National Tuberculosis 
Association detailed statistical records 
on forms supplied free for this pur- 
pose. These forms, one for a group 
record and the other for individual 
records must be filled out and 
returned to the National Tuberculosis 
Association for each group tested with 
MAI00. This sale of MAI100 for 
experimental use may be discontinued 
at the end of a year. It is hoped, 
however, that from the statistical 
records obtained in this way informa- 
tion may be gleaned that will be of 
service in determining more exactly 
the criteria for its use. 

For further detailed information 
regarding MA100, the reader is 
referred to the following paper: “The 
Present Status of the Skin-reaction in 
Tuberculous and Non-tuberculous 
Subjects,” E. $. Marriette and E. P. 
K. Fenger, American Review of Tu- 
berculosis, March 1932, p. 357. 


Case Story Contest 


A short story contest, open to anyone 
interested in public health nursing, is 
announced by PuBLic HEALTH NURSING, a 
magazine published by the National Or- 
ganization for Public Health Nursing. 
The purpose of the contest is to secure 
for publicity purposes case stories which 
are told in such a way as to interest the 
public in the needs of public health nurs- 
ing under the present conditions and 
show the value to the community of the 
services of a public health nurse. The 
stories may be true or imaginative, but 
must be professionally sound. All stories 
submitted will become the property of the 
N. 

The rules of the contest follow: 

Length should not exceed 2,500 words. 

Pen names should be signed to manu- 
script and a sealed envelope containing 
real name and address of writer should 
accompany story. More than one story 
may be submitted by an individual. 

Contest closes midnight, October 31, 
1932. Judges will be announced later. 


Address, Case Story Contest, Public 
Health Nursing, 450 Seventh Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

The Prizes will be: First Prize, $25.00; 
Second Prize, $15.00; Third Prize, $10.00. 
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Reducing the Cost 
(Continued from page 37) 
local showed a Seal Sale of $35,000, 


of which 72% of receipts came in 
by check, 5% by money orders, and 
23% in cash. 

In view of postage changes, tax 
on checks, and other conditions it is 
important this year to raise certain 
questions. The most important seem- 
ingly is “what effect will third class 
mailing have on returns?” Probably 
no group of a half dozen persons 
qualified to express opinions on this 
question will show unanimity of 
opinion. Direct mail experts do 
not agree among themselves. Tests 
in various lines have proved little or 
nothing. Most frequently is cited 
the fact that the Literary Digest has 
been using third class successfully for 
several years. That doesn’t mean a 
thing in our field, for the public has 
become receptive to these approaches 
through premium offers accompanying 
short time subscriptions, through 
“straw votes” taken periodically, and 
in other ways. 

Whatever one’s opinion on the 
probable effectiveness of third class 
mailing as compared to first class it 
is fundamental that the question con- 
fronting tuberculosis associations is 
one of reducing the cost of Seal Sale 
rather than merely increasing the 
number of seals sold. To predict 
what will be the result of such basic 
changes in methods as using third 
class mail and omitting return postage 
would seem to indicate a belief in 
astrology or some other occult science 
by which future events may be read. 
One of the foremost direct mail 
authorities recently said, “There is 
only one way to proceed in this 
direct mail business and that is to 
test everything before adopting it as 
a policy. After a policy is adopted it 
is wise to test it every now and then 
because last year’s money-making 
policy may be this year’s red ink 
producer.” 

It is safe, however, to predict that 
if all possible economies are effected 
in putting on the 1932 Seal Sale, the 
net results should equal the net of 
recent years. 

Perhaps no one factor in the suc- 
cessful Seal Sale of 1932 is going to 
play so important a part as publicity. 
A survey of successful Seal Sales in 
1930 and 1931 reveals that in every 


case early and sustained publicity 
accompanied every phase of the cam- 
paign. The extraordinary cooperation 
given tuberculosis associations, by 
newspaper and magazine editors, by 
outdoor advertising companies, by 
motion picture house managers, by 
broadcasting studios, goes far toward 
convincing those who are handling the 
details that without this cooperation 
we cannot succeed. 

The material available in the 1932 
Publicity Kit, which has been sent to 
all state associations, covers every 
publicity medium, so that even the 
tyro need not look upon the task of 
preparing publicity with fear and 
trembling. Skeleton material is fur- 
nished which suggests local tie-up 
suitable for use in various media. 

In our zeal to reach the adult 
prospect we should not overlook the 
school and college students who are 
our supporters and contributors of 
tomorrow. If the young people 
become interested in Seal Sale while 
in school the habit is likely to persist 
in later life and there is no better 
insurance for the permanency of 
voluntary health work than to have 
the interest of the younger generation. 
Of course, another reason for cul- 
tivating the young people is that 
parents, other relatives and friends 
are always interested in what is going 
on in school. There are various 
accepted ways of arousing interest on 
the part of young people but one of 
the sure-fire ways is to enlist the 
cooperation of a leader in student 
affairs. After all, most of us depend 
on leadership for our activities. 

And now a word of warning 
applying to preparation for your 
1932 Seal Sale, the plans for which 
should be pretty well thought out 
by this time. With lessened budgets 
there is always a tendency to reduce 
service. Reduced service brings re- 
sentment from the public. Resentment 
about service is reflected in reduction 
in Seal Sale. The whole cycle is like 
a toboggan slide on which anyone will 
reach bottom very quickly. So, what- 
ever you do, keep up your activities 
as well as finances will permit and 
tell the public about your activities. 
Tell the newspaper editors, tell the 
service clubs by means of luncheon 
speakers, tell the general public over 
the radio, and tell your prospects in 
your Seal Sale letter. What you are 
going to do with their money next 


Supply Service Note 


We have on hand a supply of the four- 
page leaflet entitled, “Make Sure — Let 
Your Doctor Decide.” This was originally 
prepared for the 1928 Early Diagnosis 
Campaign but it is still timely. We are 
offering this at very much below cost, 25c 
per thousand, while they last. Transpor- 
tation costs are extra. 


year is just as important, possibly 
more so, than what you did with 
their money during the past year. 

Be economical in planning your 
Seal Sale, but don’t cut any corners 
that are essential to its success. Round © 
it out by mail, personal solicitation, 
and most important this year, a thor- 
ough exploitation of gleaning methods 
such as booths, button-days, school 
activities, coin boxes, etc. 

Finally, we have been studying the 
drift of business trends as who hasn’t. 
There is much confusion, but it is 
apparent that everything is definitely 
headed one way, toward better times. 
Here in New York sentiment has 
changed, not because the market has 
shown a little strength but because 
the seasonal changes in trade make 
us feel better. The present feeling is 
substantially optimistic and again we 
are reminded there are some 12,000,- 
000 families in these United States 
who are mentally and _ financially 
equipped to find interest in our work 
and to whom 50c is not an appalling 
amount of money. Let’s reach them. 
It would mean a $6,000,000. sale. 

From time to time state secretaries 
are furnished Seal Sale promotion 
aids prepared by the National Tuber- 
culosis Association for distribution to 
local associations and committees. 
Among these now available and espe- 
cially useful in the 1932 sale may be 
mentioned : 

Seal Sale Manual (a description of 

methods found useful). 

Mailing Procedure (Increase in 
first class postage). 

Jacket of Mail Sale Sample Letters. 

Jacket of Follow-Up Suggestions. 

Publicity Manual (How to build 
your publicity). 

Publicity Kit (Sample newspaper, 
magazine, radio and talk ma- 
terial). 

During the campaign period timely 
letters are sent to state secretaries 
acquainting them with the latest 
developments, statistics, and citing 
what other associations are doing to 
meet the unusual conditions. 


39 
he 
is 
er- 
use 
ind 
nly 
SES 
rial 
of = = 
ing 
to 
rds 
ur- 
up 
ual 
ind 
osis 
‘ith 
for 
ued 
ed, 
ical 
na- 
of 
tly 
ion 
is 
“he 
in 
ous 
P. 
one 
is 
G, a 
Or- 
ing. 
sure 
nich 
the 
urs- 
and 
the 
The 
but 
ries 
the 
rds. 
inu- 
tory 
blic 
nue, 
.00; 
).00. . 


In the Field 


The Onondaga (New York) Health 
Association has organized an after-care 
committee that meets every two weeks to 
consider patients at the county sanatorium 
who are in need of rehabilitation. 

Canada in 1932 is passing the goal of 
one sanatorium bed for each tuberculosis 
death. In 1930 it had 8,071 such deaths 
and now is completing the last of 8,300 
beds. These figures are from the pen of 
Dr. R. E. Wodehouse, Executive Secretary 
of the Canadian Tuberculosis Association, 
in Canadian Nurse Magazine, May, 1932. 

The Committee on Civic Education by 
Radio, of the National Advisory Council 
on Radio Education, announces the con- 
tinuation of the series of radio programs, 
“You and Your Government,” beginning 
Tuesday evening, September 6, at 8 
o'clock, E. S. T. There will be a pre- 
election series on “Government in a 
Depression,” to be followed immediately 
after election by a series on “Constructive 
Economy in State and Local Govern- 
ment.” At least forty weekly broadcasts 
are planned during the winter and spring. 
The series will be broadcast over one of 
the N. B. C. nation-wide networks. Read- 
ers of the BULLETIN should find these 
broadcasts of special interest. 

Mr. F. D. Hopkins, Executive Secretary 
of the National Association, was taken 
suddenly ill during the early part of July 
while on his vacation and has been con- 
fined to his bed for several weeks. He 
is much improved and plans to return to 
the office before the middle of September. 

Mr. E. K. Williamson has been ap- 
pointed executive secretary of the Chester 
County Tuberculosis Society with head- 
quarters at West Chester, Pa. 

Miss Charlotte Hitchcock has been 
appointed executive secretary of the 
York County Tuberculosis Society, York, 
Pennsylvania, succeeding Miss Marion J. 
Gray, who is to be married soon. 

_ After September 1 the Oregon Tuber- 
culosis Association offices will be at 605 
Woodlark Building, Portland, Oregon. 

President Hoover has agreed to open 
a conference of welfare and relief organi- 
zations in Washington, D. C., September 
15. Newton D. Baker, who has recently 
accepted the chairmanship of the Welfare 
and Relief Mobilization for 1932 under 
the auspices of the Association of Com- 
munity Chests and Councils, will respond 
to the President’s address. Prominent 
leaders in social work both lay and 
professional, will be in attendance. 

Dr. Jacobo Simonet, Secretary of the 
Porto Rico ‘Tuberculosis Association, 
reports that the Insular Legislature 
appropriated $2,000 for the maintenance 
of a small 12 bed hospital in Barran- 
quitas. The League at Mayagiiez is 
finishing a 50 bed tuberculosis hospital 
and the Legislature has appropriated 
$5,000 for its maintenance. The first sum- 
mer camp at Aibonito for contacts of 
school age will soon be opened by the 
Commission for the Prevention of Tuber- 
culosis in Children of School Age. The 
Children’s Tuberculosis Hospital in the 
Insular Sanatorium has increased its 
capacity to 80 beds. 
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The accompanying map illustrates 
the status of the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s campaign 


Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication 


accredited areas included 1,422 coun- 
ties, part of one county and 74 towns, 
constituting approximately 46.3 per 


. EXTENT OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 
ag IN THE UNITED STATES JUNE 1.1932 


for the eradication of bovine tuber- 
culosis on an area basis. The white 
portions of the map are modified 
accredited areas, signifying 0.5 per 
cent or less of tuberculosis among 
cattle, as shown by tuberculin tests. 


On June 1, 1932, these modified 


Nutrition Pamphlet 


Sample copies of the new pamphlet 
on nutrition by Lucy B. Gillett, 
described in the August BULLETIN, 
have been sent to state tuberculosis 
associations. The title is “Thrift in 
Food for Health Protection.” The 
circular is four pages, 6 inches by 
9 inches. For further information 
write your state tuberculosis and 
health association. 


Death of Miss Gordon 


Announcement of the death of 
Miss Kate Gordon at New Orleans 
on August 24 brings to mind the 
pioneer activities of Miss Gordon in 
the development of the Louisiana 
Anti-Tuberculosis League for a period 
extending back to 1904. She and her 
sister Jean, who died about eighteen 
months ago have been identified with 
tuberculosis work as well as leaders 
in all kinds of social and political 
reform in the state of Louisiana for 
more than a generation. Miss Gordon 
was 71 years old. 


cent of all the counties in the United 
States. The development indicated on 
this map has occurred since 1923 and 
has been directed by the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, Tuberculosis. Era- 
dication Division of the Department 
of Agriculture. 


A.P.H.A. to Meet 


The sixty-first annual meeting of 
the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation will be held in Washington, 
D. C., October 24 to 27. The head- 
quarters will be at the Willard Hotel. 

Among the other associations that 
will meet at about the same time in 
Washington are: the American Social 
Hygiene Association, the American 
Association of School Physicians, the 
International Society of Medical 
Health Officers, Conference of State 
Laboratory Directors, Conference of 
State Sanitary Engineers and the 
Association of Women in Public 
Health. 

As a new feature of the Public 
Health Education section of the 
American Public Health Association 
meeting, a Health Education Institute 
has been arranged for Saturday and 
Sunday, October 22 and 23 immedi- 
ately preceding the opening day of 
the convention. 

For further detailed information 
write to the American Public Health 
Association, 450 Seventh Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 
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